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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: none of the cited prior art 
shows a method and system for optimizing an expression tree for compositing an image, the 
expression tree including a plurality of nodes, each node having at least either a graphical element or 
a graphical operator and a region of the image represented by the node comprising a step/means for 

* 

determining, in accordance with a set rule for the graphical operator, a final region representation to 
be returned to the parent to form an optimized expression tree in which the final region representation 
substantially represents an unobscured portion of first region represented at the parent node as now 
claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

2. Any response to this final action should be mailed to: 

Box AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 
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(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications; please mark "EXPEDITED 
PROCEDURE") 

Or: 

(703) 305-9724 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor 
(Receptionist). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to CliffN. Vo whose telephone number is (703) 305-9594. He can normally be 
reached Monday-Friday and alternate Monday from 8:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner 'are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mark 
Zimmerman, can be reached at (703) 305-9798. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 305- 
9724. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800. 
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Primary Examiner 
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